
  
 
 

 

C&W GLOBAL LIFE SCIENCES PRACTICE GROUP  
• Over 65% of all brokered laboratory transactions in San Diego 

• Most recent and relevant experience (see Recent Transaction 

Experience) 

• Oldest, most experienced laboratory specialists 

• Oldest, most established brokerage company in San Diego (since 

1891) 

• Industry Commitment and Co-founders of Biocom 

• Specializes EXCLUSIVELY in laboratory transactions 

BIOMEDICAL REAL ESTATE SOLUTIONS SINCE 1982  
Formerly the C&W GLSP, the C&W Global Life Sciences Practive Group 

(C&W GLSP) is San Diego County’s oldest and most experienced real 

estate team specializing exclusively in meeting the unique needs of the 

biotechnology industry.  Over the years, the C&W GLSP has played a key 

role in the growth of the pharmaceutical industry in San Diego County, 

helping companies including Biogen Idec, Amylin Pharmaceuticals, Eli Lilly, Gen Probe, Idun Pharmaceuticals, 

Kalypsys, Chimerix, CovX, MediVas, NovaRx Pharmaceuticals, Amira Pharmaceuticals, and many others find facilities 

that met their business and growth strategies, location requirements, and laboratory needs.  We have also assisted 

numerous non-profit research companies with their real estate needs including The Burnham Institute and The La Jolla 

TEAM QUALIFICATIONS
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Institute for Molecular Medicine. The group is particularly proud to be a co-founder and active member of BIOCOM, San 

Diego. 

Our goal is to present to our clients every possible real estate alternative in terms that clearly underscore the impact of 

each decision.  We combine our years of brokerage experience with the analytical and process expertise of the other 

Burnham specialty groups, so you can make decisions based on the bottom-line economic and strategic impact. 

UNPARALLELED BIOTECH TRANSACTION EXPERIENCE  
 Based on our historical track record, the C&W GLSP is the premier tenant representation team for Life Sciences 

companies in San Diego, regularly performing over 65% of all transactions.  Our constant and multi-level involvement in 



  
 
 

the local biotechnology community allows us an unprecedented depth of knowledge regarding the health and future 

plans of biopharmaceutical companies in the region, and an unparalleled knowledge of every square foot of laboratory 

facilities in the county.  Superior market knowledge and transaction expertise leads to maximum negotiating power for 

our tenant clients. 

By combining the individual skill sets of our team members, we achieve an understanding of how to best represent 

enants on a small, medium, and large scale that other brokerage teams simply cannot match.  In addition to our existing 

clients, we further our understanding of the industry through involvement in BIOCOM, UCSD Connect, and the San 

Diego Venture Group.   

The C&W GLSP performs as a team whose single purpose is to provide our clients superior knowledge and negotiating 

power in the biotechnology real estate market in San Diego.  From small start-ups to large pharmaceutical companies, 

we have an unsurpassed level of experience in advising and negotiating the best possible terms for laboratory facilities.  

TRUSTED AND RELIABLE 
The C&W GLSP was formed in 1982 as a specialized division of Burnham Real Estate Services, one of Southern 

California’s largest, privately held real estate firms.   Continuing its forward-thinking tradition of leadership, Burnham 

Real Estate Services anticipated the tremendous growth that lay ahead for the life sciences industry.  The company also 

recognized that the unique capital structure and laboratory requirements of these firms would translate into very different 

and often complex real estate requirements.    

Under the direction of Brent Jacobs, the C&W GLSP has become a trusted and reliable resource for pharmaceutical 

companies, medical research, and biotechnology companies.  The team brings a long and successful track record that 

includes more than 40 years of bioscience experience and the successful completion of more than $4 BILLION in sales 

and lease transactions involving over 10 million square feet. 

Bioscience companies turn to the C&W GLSP to help them find solutions to their real estate needs.  Backed by a market 

research department that is nationally known for its state-of-the-art data and analysis, the C&W GLSP is able to provide 

clients with the most accurate and current market information available.  Lease and sale analyses are completed 



  
 
 

thoroughly and quickly, and in accordance to the parameters of each company’s specific needs and requirements.  The 

results?  Solutions that successfully meet each company’s cost, operations, laboratory and location parameters.   

LEADERSHIP  
With C&W GLSP, bioscience companies can rest assured that they are being helped by the most knowledgeable life 

sciences teams San Diego has to offer.   Team members are sought-after speakers and authors on the changing real 

estate requirements and trends of the biosciences industry.  Their professional involvement encompasses serving as 

founding members of BIOCOM/San Diego, serving on the boards of such organizations as the Ruben H. Fleet Science 

Museum, La Jolla Institute of Molecular Medicine, and San Diego Hightech Museum. 

CAPABILITIES 
Over the past two decades, the C&W GLSP has become the leading resource for biotechnology companies throughout 

San Diego County.   It is also able to assist clients in other markets, as well, drawing upon its industry expertise and 

membership in ONCOR International, a prestigious organization of select real estate companies in key markets 

throughout the world.   

• Expertise:  Strategic Advisory, Lease Negotiation / Renewals, Build to Suits, Bridge Space, Speculative 

Space, Sale/Leasebacks 

• Client Services:  Complementary services including Occupancy Cost Analyses, Lease 

Review/Abstract, Aerial/Mapping, Budgetary Review/Support, Lease Alternative Review, Sale vs. Lease 

Analyses, etc. 

• Key Geography: C&W GLSP is a global leader in laboratory real estate, and is capable and competent 

in every major life science market in the world. 

 



  
 
 

 TEAM MEMBERS AND EXPERIENCE 

Brent Jacobs, Senior Director 
Brent is the senior member of the C&W GLSP, and has been with Burnham Real Estate for 25 years.  He has leased or 
sold approximately 12 million square feet in his career, at a value of over $3 billion.   

A founder of BIOCOM, Brent is highly involved in the local life sciences community.  He is a board member and co-chair 
of the Facilities Committee at BIOCOM, and he also holds board positions at the Burnham Institute and the La Jolla 
Institute of Molecular Medicine. 

Greg Bisconti, Senior Director 
Greg is a seasoned commercial broker that joined Burnham (now C&W) 5 years ago, and has since transacted over 3 
million square feet of laboratory leases and sales.  Prior to becoming a specialist in life sciences product, Greg spent 
over 7 years at Cushman and Wakefield San Francisco. He has a vast level of experience in leasing and sales, most of 
which was in office and industrial transactions.   

Greg has leased or sold over 4.5 million square feet of commercial product, valued at over $800 million.  He also brings 
an exceptional level of analytical experience to the team.  While working in varying analytical positions for 2 years, he 
underwrote over $1 billion in commercial property.  Greg is highly active in BIOCOM, CONNECT, and the San Diego 
Venture Group. 

C
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RECENT TRANSACTION EXPERIENCE 
 
C&W GLSP (C&W GLSP) LIFE SCIENCES TRANSACTIONS (2002-2008, TOTALING OVER 4 MILLION SF AND OVER $500 MILLION IN 
CONSIDERATION) 

• Biogen Idec: C&W GLSP is currently co-listing with Eastdil the sale-leaseback of Biogen Idec’s San Diego 
facility of approximately 375,000 sf of existing buildings and land to support another 370,000 square feet. 

• Pfizer: C&W GLSP is currently representing Pfizer in the sale of its surplus CB7 building, a 150,000 sf heavy 
chemistry building in the Torrey Pines area. 

• Pfizer/Covx: C&W GLSP represented the Pfizer/CovX in an early renewal/expansion negotiation for 55,000 sf 
in the UTC submarket. The lease had 18 months of remaining term, and our team secured phased expansion, 
tenant improvements, and a reduction in the current contract rental rate.  

• Lilly/AME: C&W GLSP represented AME/Lilly in the lease of a newly constructed laboratory facility of 125,000 
square feet  for 10 yrs. This complex assignment involved construction of state of the art biology and chemistry 
space. The transaction also included the sublease disposition of 60,000 sf of Sorrento Valley facilities as well. 

• Pharmatek: C&W GLSP represented Pharmatek in the sublease of its 10,000 sf surplus laboratory facility in 
Sorrento Mesa. 

• Chimeros: C&W GLSP represented Chimeros, a company relocating from Santa Barbara, in the lease of a 
20,000 sf biology laboratory in Torrey Pines. The transaction included substantial landlord improvements (~$1 
million), phased occupancy, and a short/flexible  lease term. 

• Genomatica: C&W GLSP represented Genomatica in the lease of 15,000 sf in Sorrento Mesa for a Class A 
laboratory facility. The transaction provided phased occupancy, landlord funded improvements (~$700k in 
costs), and an early termination right. 

• Anaptys Biosciences: C&W GLSP represented Anaptys in a new 15,000 sf laboratory facility in Torrey Pines.  
The transaction included substantial landlord improvements (~$1 million), phased occupancy, and a 
short/flexible  lease term. 

• J Craig Venter Institute:  C&W GLSP represented the J Craig Venter Institute in a local expansion and 
secured a new 42,000 sf facility with below market and flexible terms. 

• SGX Pharmaceuticals:  C&W GLSP represented the Tenant, SGX, in negotiating a renewal of their current 
lease on 24,000 sf, providing that the Landlord to make available $2 million in funds for construction of a new 
chemistry lab. We secured an early renewal with available funds and attractive economic terms. 

• Ligand Pharmaceuticals:  C&W GLSP represented the sublessor, Ligand Pharmaceuticals in the disposition 
of one of their Torrey Pines facilities, totaling 52,000 SF. 



  
 
 

• Alexion Antibodies, Inc:  C&W GLSP represented the Sublessor, Alexion Antibodies, Inc.  The sublessor was 
relocating operations to another part of the country, and we negotiated a market-competitive sublease within 6 
months of undertaking the assignment.   

• Mpex Pharmaceuticals:  C&W GLSP represented the Sublessor and Sublessee.  Mpex was looking for a competitively 
priced lab facility that would allow room to grow.  We negotiated a relatively short term sublease that met Mpex’s office 
to lab ratio while providing adequate microbiology and tissue culture for the next phase of the company’s growth.   

• Apoptos, Inc:  C&W GLSP represented the tenant, Apoptos, Inc.  The tenant was in the market for 9,000sf of chemistry 
and office space to support research originating in the Burnham Institute.  We negotiated a competitive lease that would 
provide the necessary improvement funds and flexibility to see the company through its next stage of growth.     

• Chempetitive Group:  C&W GLSP represented the tenant.  The tenant was in the market for 1,700 SF of 
creative space in which to serve their life science clients. 

• Pacific World Discovery:  C&W GLSP represented the tenant, Pacific World Discovery, in finding 4,500sf of chemistry 
space in Torrey Pines. 

• MyChem:  C&W GLSP represented the tenant, MyChem , in finding 2,500sf of chemistry space in Sorrento Valley. 

• Avanir Pharmaceuticals:  C&W GLSP represented the sublessor, Avanir Pharmaceuticals, in the sublease of 
two of their facilities in Sorrento Valley, totaling 48,000 square feet. 

• Nanosyn, Inc:  C&W GLSP represented the tenant, Nanosyn Inc.  The tenant was relocating a portion of their 
operations from the Bay Area, and was in the market for 7,000sf of chemistry space.  We negotiated a lease that 
delivered the required number of fume hoods, combined with sufficient improvement funds to bring the space up to 
Nanosyn’s operating requirements.   

• Explora BioLabs:  C&W GLSP represented the tenant, Explora, in finding a contract vivarium site and supporting office 
and lab space. 

• Chemokines:  C&W GLSP represented the tenant.  Chemokines was in the market for 3,000 SF of office and 
biology labs, and we negotiated a short- term lease at 11760 Sorrento Valley Road. 

• CalciMedica:  C&W GLSP represented CalciMedica in their 2,000 SF expansion at 505 Coast Boulevard.  

• Conatus Pharmaceuticals:  C&W GLSP represented the tenant, Conatus, in finding 2,000sf of chemistry space in 
Sorrento Valley. 

• Contatus Pharmaceuticals:  C&W GLSP represented the tenant.  The tenant was looking for 2,000 SF of 
incubator lab space in Sorrento Valley.  We we’re able to negotiate a short- term lease for them at 11575 
Sorrento Valley Road.  

• GeneWiz:  C&W GLSP represented the tenant.  GeneWiz was in the market for 2,000 SF of biology space, and 
we negotiated a short- term lease at 505 Coast Blvd. 



  
 
 

• The Venter Institute / Synthetic Genomics:  C&W GLSP represented the tenant, The J. Craig Venter Institute 
and Synthetic Genomics in an expansion that will double the tenant’s size to over 40,000sf. Craig Venter, the 
groups’ leader, is the highly acclaimed winner of the race to decode the human genome.  

• Becton Dickinson:  C&W GLSP represented the landlord, Slough Estates.  The Tenant was in the market for 
20,000sf of office space to support research operations in Torrey Pines.   

• Actimis Pharmaceuticals:  C&W GLSP represented the sublessor and sublessee, Incyte Pharmaceuticals and 
Actimis Pharmaceuticals, respectively.  The tenant was in the market for 8,000sf of chemistry in a Class A 
location, and we negotiated a flexible sublease to accommodate future growth. 

• Biomed Realty Trust: C&W GLSP represented Biomed Realty Trust in the acquisition of the Ambit building in 
Sorrento Valley, a 54,000 sf heavy chemistry building with a purchase price of $20,300,000 ($376/sf). 

• Ionian Technologies:  C&W GLSP represented the sublessor and sublessee.  The sublessee was relocating 
to San Diego from central California, and was in the market for chemistry space.  We negotiated a short term 
sublease for 7,000sf of chemistry and office space. 

• Ligand Pharmaceuticals: C&W GLSP represented Ligand Pharmaceuticals in the sale/leaseback of their 
82,500 square foot corporate headquarters facility at 10255 North Torrey Pines Road. C&W GLSP helped 
orchestrate a competitive bid process, yielding a $47.6 million sale price. 

• Calmune:  C&W GLSP represented the tenant.  Calmune was in the market for 3,500sf of office and biology 
labs, and we negotiated a short term lease at 9393 Town Centre Drive.  

• Sirion Therapeutics:  C&W GLSP represented the Sublessor and Sublessee.  The Sublessee was looking for 
Class A office and biology space with a BSL-3 suite.  We negotiated a sublease at 11404 Sorrento Valley Road 
for 9,000sf that will see the company into its next stage of growth. 

• BioLegend:  C&W GLSP represented the tenant.  The tenant was looking for 20,000sf of biology and office 
space.  We negotiated a competitively priced lease on 18,000sf at 11080 Sorrento Valley Road.. 

• Aviva Systems Biology: C&W GLSP represented the tenant.  The tenant was looking for 10,000sf of biology 
space in the same vicinity of their previous location.  Taking advantage of an off-market opportunity, we 
negotiated a competitively priced lease at 11025 Roselle Street.  

• The Venter Institute / Synthetic Genomics:  C&W GLSP represented the tenant, The J. Craig Venter Institute 
and Sythetic Genomics.   The Tenant was looking for 10-20,000sf of biology with Class A offices.  We secured 
an 18,000 sf space which would allow to two related companies to be on the same floor, and address each 
group’s specific laboratory and administrative needs. This transaction represents the arrival of a potentially 
monumental new institute to San Diego.  

• Phage Technologies:  C&W GLSP represented the Landlord, Biomed Realty Trust, and the tenant.  The 
Tenant was looking for 10-20,000sf of biology with a small vivarium.  We negotiated a long-term lease for 
18,000 sf, successfully meeting both landlord and tenant expectations. 



  
 
 

• CancerVax:  C&W GLSP represented the Sublandlord, CancerVax.  The Tenant was looking for 30,000sf of 
biology with Class A offices.  We negotiated a full term sublease for the entire 46,000 sf ground floor, 
exceeding client proceed expectations. 

• Bioverdant:  C&W GLSP represented the Tenant, who was looking for a biology lab with a vivarium.  We 
negotiated a 14,500sf lease with Veralliance Properties at 7330 Carroll Road.  

• Laboratory Corporation of America:  C&W GLSP represented the LabCorp, who was looking to perform a 
regional consolidation of its office, labs, and warehouse space.  We negotiated a long-term 110,000sf lease 
with LBA at 13112 Evening Creek Blvd. We negotiated for the tenant a full “turn-key” build-out, 
furniture/moving allowance, and free rent. 

• Amira:  C&W GLSP represented the Tenant, who was looking for a biology lab with a vivarium.  We negotiated 
a 28,000sf lease with Veralliance Properties at 9535 Waples Road.  

• Chimerix:  C&W GLSP represented the Tenant, who was looking for biology and chemistry space.  We 
negotiated a 10,000sf lease with Nexus Properties at 11049 North Torrey Pines Rd.  

• CovX:  C&W GLSP represented the Tenant, who was looking for 50,000sf of biology.  We negotiated a lease 
with Nexus Properties at 9381 Judicial Drive. 

• Chugai Pharmaceuticals / MediVas:  C&W GLSP represented the Tenant and the Sublandlord.  The Tenant 
was looking for 50,000sf of chemistry with a small pilot plant.  We negotiated a buyout with Chugai 
Pharmaceuticals, and a direct lease with CarrAmerica, at 6275 Nancy Ridge Drive. 

• Bio-Matrix Scientific Group:  C&W GLSP represented the Tenant, who was looking for biology and clean 
room space for stem cell storage.  We negotiated a 15,000sf lease with the Hazard Company at 8885 Rehco 
Road. 

• Oxford BioMedica / NovaRx:  C&W GLSP represented the Subtenant and the Sublandlord.  The Tenant was 
looking for 25,000sf of biology and chemistry, with tissue culture and space for manufacturing.  We negotiated 
a sublease on behalf of both parties at 6828 Nancy Ridge Drive. 

• RoboDesign:  C&W GLSP represented the Tenant, who was looking for 20,000sf of wet lab, light 
manufacturing, and dry lab.  We negotiated a lease with Prentiss Properties at 5999 Avenida Encinas. 

• ActiveSight:  C&W GLSP represented the Tenant, who was looking for biology space and a robotics lab.  We 
negotiated a 10,500sf lease with Del Mar Partnership at 4245 Sorrento Valley Blvd. 

• Burnham Institute / Hisamitsu Laboratories:  C&W GLSP represented the Burnham Institute, who sub-
subleased 5,000sf of biology to Hisamitsu.  

• WavBank:  C&W GLSP represented the Tenant, who was looking for high-end biology and R&D space.  We 
negotiated an 8,000sf lease with Alexandria Real Estate at 10975 North Torrey Pines Road. 



  
 
 

• Biogen Idec / Burnham Institute:  C&W GLSP represented both the Sublandlord and the Subtenant.  The 
Subtenant was looking for large block of biology space.  We negotiated a full term 75,000sf sublease on behalf 
of both parties at 3010 Science Park Drive. 

• Cibus Genetics:  C&W GLSP represented the Tenant, who was looking for biology and ag-bio space.  We 
negotiated a 12,000sf lease with Del Mar Partnership at 4025 Sorrento Valley Blvd. 

• Integrated DNA Technologies:  C&W GLSP represented the Landlord, the Collins Company, at 6868 Nancy 
Ridge Drive.  Tenant was looking for 10,000sf of biology with manufacturing. 

• Scripps Clinic:  C&W GLSP represented the Landlord, Slough Estates, at 11025 North Torrey Pines Road.  
Tenant leased 9,000sf of office and wet lab. 

• Pacific GMP:  C&W GLSP represented the Tenant, who was looking for lab and cGMP manufacturing space.  
We negotiated an 8,000sf lease with the Hazard Company at 8885 Rehco Road. 

• Cylene Pharmaceuticals:  C&W GLSP represented the Tenant, who was looking for chemistry, biology, and a 
small vivarium.  We negotiated a 14,500sf lease with Phase 3 Properties at 5820 Nancy Ridge Drive.  

• Phoenix Pharmacologics:  C&W GLSP represented the Tenant, who was looking for a small heavy chemistry 
space.  We negotiated an 8,000sf lease with Lee Chestnut at 4245 Sorrento Valley Blvd. 

• Artes Medical:  C&W GLSP represented the Landlord, Ken Satterlee, in a 34,200sf lease at 5870 Pacific 
Center Blvd.  The Tenant was looking for cGMP manufacturing space. 

• Cosmo Biosciences:  C&W GLSP represented the Tenant, who was looking for biology and cleanroom space.  
We negotiated a 10,000sf lease with the Collins Company at 11555 Sorrento Valley Road. 

• Conforma Therapeutics:  C&W GLSP represented the Tenant in renewing a 15,000sf lease at 9393 Towne 
Centre Drive. 

• Genetronics (Inovio Biomedical):  C&W GLSP represented the Landlord, the Collins Company, at 11494 
Sorrento Valley Road.  The Tenant leased 23,000sf of biology, chemistry, and dry lab. 

• Burnham Institute / MacroPore Biosurgery (Cytori Therapeutics):  C&W GLSP represented Biogen Idec in 
subleasing 91,000sf of office and dry labs to MacroPore (Cytori).  

• CovX Pharmaceuticals / Mpex:  C&W GLSP represented CovX Pharmaceuticals in subleasing 6,500sf of 
chemistry to Mpex.   

• PrimaPharm:  C&W GLSP represented the Tenant, who was looking for cGMPmanufacturing space.  We 
negotiated a 48,000sf lease with Veralliance Properties at 9940 Mesa Rim Road. 

• Biogen Idec:  C&W GLSP represented the Tenant, who was looking for a San Diego Campus.  We negotiated 
a build-to-suit and lease on a 770,000sf project in UTC, with a Phase I takedown of 350,000sf.  C&W GLSP 
also negotiated the sale of land in Oceanside that would eventually be the site of a 500,000sf manufacturing 
facility later sold to Genentech. 



  
 
 

• SkyePharma:  C&W GLSP represented the Landlord, Slough Estates, at 11025 North Torrey Pines Road.  The 
Tenant renewed and expanded for 23,000sf. 

• Burnham Institute:  C&W GLSP represented the Tenant, who was looking for 5,000sf of biology space.  We 
negotiated a lease with Alexandria Real Estate at 10933 North Torrey Pines Road. 

• Structural Genomix:  C&W GLSP represented the tenant, who was looking for biology and chemistry labs.  
We negotiated a 20,000sf lease with the Shidler Group at 10575 Roselle Street. 

• Eli Lilly and Company:  C&W GLSP represented the Tenant, who was looking for land in Temecula.  We 
negotiated a 9-acre land sale with Davcon Development and Pacific Development Partners. 

• Sicor/Kemia:  C&W GLSP represented both the Tenant and the Subtenant.  The Subtenant was looking for 
5,000sf of biology space.  We negotiated a sublease on behalf of both parties at 9390 Towne Center Drive. 

• Selective Genetics:  C&W GLSP represented the Tenant, who was looking for 4,500sf of biology space.  We 
negotiated a lease at 11588 Sorrento Valley Road. 

• LMA North America:  C&W GLSP represented the Tenant, who was looking for 18,000sf of office space.  We 
negotiated a lease at 9360 Towne Center Drive. 

• Conforma Therapeutics:  C&W GLSP represented the tenant, who was looking for 15,000sf of biology and 
chemistry space.  We negotiated a lease at 9393 Towne Center Drive. 

• Litel Instruments:  C&W GLSP represented the Tenant, who was looking for 5,800sf of dry lab and light 
manufacturing space.  We negotiated a lease at 6370 Nancy Ridge Drive. 

• Sony Corporation of America:  C&W GLSP represented the Landlord, Veralliance Properties, in a 46,000sf 
lease at 10030 Barnes Canyon Road.  Tenant was looking for an elevated clear height shell in which to install 
a large gaming studio. 




